NEWGATE CALENDAR
Another of the actions of this extravagant was his robbing
the Earl of Feversham's lodgings. This nobleman was
General of the Forces in the reign of King James II., and
consequently had a sentinel always at his door. Tom dressed
himself in a foot-soldier's habit one evening, and went up
to the fellow who was then on duty, asking him a great
many questions, and offering at last to stand a drink, if
he knew where to get a couple of pots of good beer. The
soldier told him there was very good a little beyond Catherine
Streetj but he durst not leave his post so long as to fetch it.
" Can't I take your place, brother soldier ?" quoth Tom.
" I am sure if somebody be at the post there can be no
danger." The soldier thanked him, took the sixpence, and
went his way; meanwhile Tom's associates got into the
house, and were rifling it as fast as they could. They had
not quite done when the soldier came back; whereupon Tom
gave him twopence more, and desired him to get a little
tobacco also. While the poor fellow was gone for this
the villains came out, and Tom went with them, carrying
off not only above two hundred pounds worth of plate, but
even the soldier's musket. The next day the sentinel was
called to account, and committed to prison. At the ensuing
court martial he was ordered to run the gauntlet for losing
his piece, and then was sent to Newgate, and loaded with
irons, on suspicion of being privy to the robbery, where,
after nine months' confinement, he miserably perished,
Kelsey, after this, broke open the house of the Lady Grace
Pierpont, at Thistleworth, and stole from thence a great
many valuable things. But soon after one of his companions
impeached him for this fact; whereupon, being informed
that the officers were in search after him, he fled to the camp
of King William in Flanders. Here he got a considerable
booty out of his Majesty's tent, and from other general
officers, with which he got to Amsterdam, and sold it to a
Jew; whom he also robbed afterwards, and sold what he
had gotten to another Jew at Rotterdam, from whence
he re-embarked for England.
He had not been long returned to his native country